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The invention claimed is: 

1 . A rack for storing billiard balls, comprising: 
a base having a first engagement surface; 

an elongated billiard ball holder defining an elongated central space 
configured to support a plurality of billiard balls in contact with one another in a row, said 
billiard ball holder including an opening to said elongated central space, such that billiard 
balls can be inserted into said central space through said opening, and said billiard ball holder 
can be tilted to roll stored billiard balls through said opening, said billiard ball holder having 
a second engagement surface configured to removably engage said first engagement surface 
and retain said billiard ball holder in a generally upright position wherein said elongated 
central space extends generally vertically, said billiard ball holder being removable fi-om said 
base to facilitate transport of the billiard ball holder and stored billiard balls to an associated 
billiards table. 

2. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said base includes at least one cue holder adapted to removably retain a 

billiard cue. 

3. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said elongated central space is generally cylindrical with a diameter of at least 
about two and one-quarter inches. 

4. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 3, wherein: 

said billiard ball holder includes an elongated opening providing visual access 
to said elongated central space such that a user can determine whether or not billiard balls are 
present in said billiard ball holder. 

5. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said base includes a surface having an opening forming said first engagement 

surface; and 

said billiard ball holder includes a first end defining said second engagement 
surface, said first end removably receivable within said opening such that said billiard ball 
holder is supported by said base. 
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6. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 5, wherein: 

said opening faces upwardly and said billiard ball holder is positionable within 
said opening and retained in a generally upright position. 

7. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said base includes a lower portion configured to support said base on a floor 
surface; an upright member extending upwardly from said lower portion; said base including 
an upper portion secured to said upright member adjacent an upper end thereof; 

said lower portion having at least one lower opening configured to receive a 
first end of a billiard cue; and 

said upper portion including registry with said lower opening to receive and 
retain a tip portion of a billiard cue and support the billiard cue in a generally upright 
position. 

8. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 7, wherein: 

said upright member has a generally tubular construction defining an 
elongated cavity defining an axis and having sufficient size to removably receive at least a 
lower portion of said elongated billiard ball holder therein; 

said lower portion includes a plurality of lower openings configured to receive 
a first end of a billiard cue, said lower openings spaced about said axis, each at approximately 
the same distance fi*om said axis; and 

said upper portion including a plurality of upper openings, each in vertical 
registry with a selected one of said lower openings, each upper opening configured to receive 
a tip portion of a billiard cue to retain the billiard cue in a generally upright position. 

9. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 7, wherein: 

said base, lower member, and upper member together form a cabinet; 

said upright member forming a vertical rear wall of said cabinet; 

said lower portion including a plurality of lower openings configured to 
receive a billiard cue and positioned adjacent a fi*ont portion of said lower portion in fi-ont of 
said vertical rear wall; and 

said upper portion including a plurality of openings, each in vertical registry 
with a selected one of said lower openings and configured to receive a tip portion of a billiard 
cue to retain the billiard cue in a generally upright position. 



9 



Atty Docket No. 65,300-1464 



10. A rack for storing billiard balls and pool cues, comprising: 

a base including at least one holder configured to support a pool cue, said base 
including an upwardly opening aperture; 

an elongated billiard ball holder defining a lower end and an elongated 
cylindrical cavity having sufficient size to receive at least fifteen billiard balls, said cavity 
having at least one opening of sufficient size to permit billiard balls to pass therethrough; and 

said aperture and said billiard ball holder configured such that said lower end 
of said billiard ball holder can be removably received in said aperture to retain said billiard 
ball holder in an upright position. 

11. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 10, wherein: 

said cylindrical cavity has a diameter of at least about two and one-quarter 

inches. 

12. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 11, wherein: 

said billiard ball holder includes an elongated opening providing visual access 
to said elongated central space such that a user can determine whether or not billiard balls are 
present in said billiard ball holder. 

13. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 10, wherein: 

said base includes a lower portion configured to support said base on a floor 
surface; an upright member extending upwardly from said lower portion; said base including 
an upper portion secured to said upright member adjacent an upper end thereof; 

said lower portion having at least one lower opening configured to receive a 
first end of a billiard cue; and 

said upper portion including registry with said lower opening to receive and 
retain a tip portion of a billiard cue and support the billiard cue in a generally upright 
position. 
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14. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 13, wherein: 
said upright member has a generally tubular construction defining an 

elongated cavity defining an axis and having sufficient size to removably receive at least a 
lower portion of said elongated billiard ball holder therein; 

said lower portion includes a plurality of lower openings configured to receive 
a first end of a billiard cue, said lower openings spaced about said axis, each at approximately 
the same distance from said axis; and 

said upper portion including a plurality of upper openings, each in vertical 
registry with a selected one of said lower openings, each upper opening configured to receive 
a tip portion of a billiard cue to retain the billiard cue in a generally upright position. 

15. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 13, wherein: 
said base, lower member, and upper member together form a cabinet; 
said upright member forming a vertical rear wall of said cabinet; 

said lower portion including a plurality of lower openings configured to 
receive a billiard cue and positioned adjacent a fi*ont portion of said lower portion in fi"ont of 
said vertical rear wall; and 

said upper portion including a plurality of openings, each in vertical registry 
with a selected one of said lower openings and configured to receive a tip portion of a billiard 
cue to retain the billiard cue in a generally upright position. 

16. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 14, including: 

a cap configured to fit over an upper end of said upright member to close off 
said elongated cavity. 



11 



Atty Docket No. 65,300-1464 



17. A rack for storing billiard balls, comprising: 

a billiard ball holder configured to retain a plurality of billiard balls, said 
billiard ball holder defining an upper end and a lower end; 

a base having a lower portion including an upwardly opening lower aperture 
with a support positioned in said lower aperture, said base having an upper portion including 
a downwardly opening upper aperture above said lower aperture and defining a vertical 
distance between said upper and lower apertures; and 

said billiard ball holder having a length between said upper and lower ends 
that is greater than said vertical distance, such that said billiard ball holder can be installed to 
said base by inserting said upper end into said upper aperture, rotating said lower end into 
alignment with said lower aperture, and shifting said billiard ball holder downwardly onto 
said support, said support positioning said billiard ball holder with said upper end at least 
partially within said upper aperture such that said billiard ball holder is retained in an upright 
position. 

18. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 16, wherein: 

said billiard ball holder has an elongated tubular construction defining an 
elongated central space configured to receive a plurality of billiard balls. 

19. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 18, wherein: 

said elongated central space is generally cyhndrical with a diameter of at least 
about two and one-quarter inches. 

20. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 19, wherein: 

said billiard ball holder includes an elongated opening providing visual access 
to said elongated central space such that a user can determine whether or not billiard balls are 
present in said billiard ball holder. 
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21. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 20, wherein: 

said base includes a lower portion configured to support said base on a floor 
surface; an upright member extending upwardly from said lower portion; said base including 
an upper portion secured to said upright member adjacent an upper end thereof; 

said lower portion having at least one lower opening configured to receive a 
first end of a billiard cue; and said upper portion including registry with said lower opening to 
receive and retain a tip portion of a billiard cue and support the billiard cue in a generally 
upright position. 

22. The rack for storing billiard balls set forth in claim 13, wherein: 

said base, lower member, and upper member together form a cabinet; said 
upright member forming a vertical rear wall of said cabinet; said lower portion including a 
plurality of lower openings configured to receive a billiard cue and positioned adjacent a 
front portion of said lower portion in front of said vertical rear wall; and 

said upper portion including a plurality of openings, each in vertical registry 
with a selected one of said lower openings and configured to receive a tip portion of a billiard 
cue to retain the billiard cue in a generally upright position. 
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